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ACHS SU.LIARY FORHM

. Name Wormweed Distillery

Planning Area/Site Number 10/4 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 2
J=9
Address 28800 Kemptown Road, Damascus

Classification Summary

Category___structure
Ownership__private

Public Acquisition_n.a.
Status occupied
Accessible yeg; restricted
Present use_commercial

Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC FPederal __ State_X County_ X Local ___
(Title and date: Inventory of Historical Sites 1976 )
Date 1939 7. Original Owner Harry Greene and

Arthur Hardvy
Apparent Condition

a.__good c. original site

p. altered

Description:

The mill consists of 2 structurez, one housing a large steam

engine and the other, 3 vats and a covered drive-through for
unloading the wormweed into the vats. A moveable.pully on

a rail carries the weed to the vats, while steam is supplied

through pipes running from the engine house in.a s;uce-type structure,
Both structures are built of posts, either buried in the ground

or sitting on slabs. These support plates which carry.the rgf?ers.
Neither structure_has sidewalls. A log barn with vertical siding

its near e mill, . L.

Signf?icance: is distillery is one of only 2 remaining in the world.
American Wormweed has been cultivated in Carroll Co., Md. since the 1840s.,
Although the uncultivated forms of the plant are available throughout most
of the U.S., wormseed oil production on a commercial basis has been con-
fined almost entirely to this region; climatic conditions and soils here are
well suited to the crop. As the demand for the crop increased, farmers in
adjoining areas of Frederick, Montgomery, and Howard County began to culti-
vate the crop. The oil was widely used to kill parasites in animals and
humans, and in domestic and foreign perfumes.,

The original equipment for the Damascus distillery was built and
assembled on the site about 1939 by Harry Greene and Arthur Hardy, and the
distillery was operated by them for 21 years. They sold the set up to Tom
Hawkins and Joe Linthicum in 1969, and they in turn sold it to Millard and
Madeline Burdette in 1971. The Burdettes extract wormweed oil and sell it
to be used as a perfume oil.

Date researched and researcher Nov. 1978 Pat Ehrlich

C Reed - Architectural Description

GTH: Designation
Approval

-
i

Compiler Eileen McGuckian 13. Date Compiled 1/79

15. Acreage structure only
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

THINAME

HISTORIC wormweed Distillery

AND/OR COMMON
(sormetines called "“ormseed'")

PALOCATION
STREET & NUMBER 28800 ¥empntown Road (Route 80)
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Damascus X vicNTYOF Farney RBranch 6
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Montgomery 20750
[EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC ZOCCUPIED :-\'(:_AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S) L PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED . COMMERCIAL __PARK
:‘LSTRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLF __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT _INPROCESS X.—YES: RESTRICTED _-GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
__NO __MILITARY __OTHER

Y OWNER OF PROPERTY

| (Structure)
NAME Rawmond lloxley (Land) “illard Burdette

Telephone #:

STREET & NUMBER
28800 Kemptown Toad

CITY. TOWN sTaTE, Zip code
Dareascus ___ VICINITY OF arvland 20750
[ LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:
COURTHOUSE. Folio #:

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. ‘ontccomery Countr Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER

e ToNs Rockville j-;ar;T;End
EA REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

(I=HCPPC Inventorr of Historical Sites

DATE

5 1276 __FEDERAL ¥__STATE X.COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Park Fistorian's Office
CITY. TOWN STATE

Pockville Marviand 20859




DESCRIPTION M.c-1

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED Z ORIGINAL SITE
Xcoop __RUINS X aLTerep __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Darmascus vorz veed ['ill Is loecated about two hundred -rards fron
femntown Foad, The ~ill consists of tuo onen, one and z half story sheds
with rable roofs. These sheds are rouchly on a scutheasit-northvest axis.
The first buildinz, on the southeast, has wnilled vertical narrov tree |
trunls vglci sunport tic cabled roof. ©On the northeast side of this onen
building there 1s a wooden nletform witli three larre circular, metal vats
set into the nlatforn cach vat has a dored 1icd with 2 zasket around it
wnich sesls the 1id when the vat is closed and the clemps are locxked. On
the southwest side of this building there is an arsa wide enoush to nernit
g tractor heuling a wagon laden with wor: weed to load and unload next %o
cne of tihe three vats., ‘orm weed is nanually loaded into a vat 7ith nitch-
forks., <Zomeone rust stand in the vat snd stamr the -rorms weed dom as his
rartner pitchforks the weed over to liim., Vhen tre heating process is corm-
nleted, the worm weed is lifted out of the vat by reans of a tackle and
~uller svsten and loaded onto 2 wason., This tackle svstenr is susnended
fror a wooden bveam located just below the ridge nole.

Ine second building, Zlocated ~tiiewlatelr nortliuest of toe rirst, 1s
anclr=ad Anly on the northuest alsvation by wide vertical wnlenkinz., It,
too, has a ~-a*le reof with corruzated metal covarineg., woet lnto a poured
concrete base 15 an ¢ld tlaclk reilrcad stear engine 4ith a sioke stacs
i ctear crerated wristie evtends througl, o hole cut lJor it in the roof,
The 5I7 burner is locateu o+t *£he nerthvest end of the er~ine, A chort

dictance wvast of the sih is a two thousand gfallon tank of fuel oil.
Ln ercroun” n1“°s lez” the 0oil to the burner which consumas thir+tr ~allons
of 01l an hour when the encine is onereting. Just north of this shed is

a hand dug well which provides -rater for the nill,

The first (southeast) building is connected to the second (northaest)
b a wjocden trough which is filled with water,
The railroad engine »nroduces steam which is »nined intc the votton of

gyt

the three vats 1r the southeast buildinr The wormweed 15 heated by s
nressure cocker svstenm at 50-20 nouncs of nressure for one-nalf to three
auarters of an Four. As the stearm rises through the wormveed the oil is

1ifted out of the nlant and is carried by the steam out two »nivpes at the
top of the vats, The twe »nines lead into the wooden water trough where
each nine is sub-divided into two pines. Thus each vat nhas four nines.
i total of twelve nines run through the wooden water trough.

The water cools the stear and oil until they vecome licuid, At the
northwest end of the trough there are three smaller open poured concrete

vats. Fazch crouns of four nines nours out into one of thase vats Zere
the 01l rises to the top and may be drawn off in buckets and placed in

fifteen zallon druwms. when it has reached the desired clarity, water is
recrecled into a fourth sraller vat wnich catches whatever oll may have

',_Io

u:xw

snpilled cut. The water i1s then c"cleﬂ baclt into the boiler along a2 con-

crete trourh and is reheatecd until it turns into steam -fien it is again

sent thrournh nines to one of the largse vats in the southieast buildinr,
Thie Damascus or: weed 1111 nrocduces btetveen tro andé three taouse

A P~ oL - 3 s 7 R I
TouNndGs 0i Woril weed 0li annugilv.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJ SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLUOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __{ ANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ _CONSERVATION ——LAW __SCIENCE
—__1500-1599 _:\:AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—.1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
_.1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MuSIC __THEATER
—.1800-1899 _:Y.:COMM ERCE _ EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —__PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—.1900- __COMMUNICATIONS —_ INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY}
;il??,')-l??& __INVENTION
Larry Greene
SPECIFIC DATES 1939 BUILDER/ARCHITECT parry Greene

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The .ioxley-Purdette wormveed distillery is one of only 2 remaining
in the world., It is a unigue resource in lontgorery County.

imerican Jormveed (or wormseed) (Chenopodium ambrosioides var.
anthelrinticun) has been cultivated in Carroll Co., !!d. since the 18&40s,
Althousgh the uncultivated forms of the plant are available throuzhout
most of the U.E., wormseed oil »roduction on a commercial basis has been
confined almost entirelr tc this regions climatic conditions and soils
here are well suited to the cron. As the demand for the crop increased,
farmers in adjoining areas of Frederick, Montgomery, and Howard County
began to cultivate the crop. The o0il was widely used to kill parasites
in animals and humans, and in domestic and foreign perfunmes.

_ Until World War II the oil was used to destroy internal parasites in
iivestock, and in the 19th century, in people. Since other products have
been deveioped for those purposes, there has been a decline both in
demand and production of the wormweed,

The original equipment for the Damascus distillery was built and
assembled on the site about 1939 oy karry Greene and Arthur Hardy, and
the distillery was operated by them for 21 years. They sold the set up
to Tom Hawkins and Joe Linthicum in 1969, and they in turn sold it to
fillard and fadeline Burdette in 1971.

During the early 19405, as many as 100 farmers grew wormweed; it was
a2 good cash crop, and most farms planted 5 to 15 acres of it. At that
time, 2 shifts a day were reguired to run the Damascus distilleryv.

vVormweed belongs to the thistle family, and is a shrub. It contains
on the average about 25 0il, vielding 100-150 1lbs. of oil per acre. To
extract the oil, the bushy mature plants are cut by hand in Septenber and
October, and set in the field to cure for 7 to 1k days, until seed pods
turn a zolden brown. The cured plants are then placed in large kettles
and distilled under steam pressure for 4-5 hours. The oil filters through
a series of »ipes into containers to be sold as a perfume oil through an
agent in JJew York who exports it to Zurove.

Tarmers supplying the weed in 1978 are Raymond iloxley, ¥elso Day,
Quintan Day, fillard Burdette, and Tommy Hawkins.

The other distiller of this rare crop is Perry lay, of Ijamsville,
Prederick County.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY "~
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nMAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See Attachment Sheet A

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

Structure

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

On Fahrney Branch near Route &0

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

FORM PREPARED BY Candy Reed - Architectural Description

NAME / TITLE
Pat Ehrlich
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Trails Lovember 12, 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 926-4510
CITY OR TOWN : STATE
Dickerson tiarvland 207523

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement. :

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO:

Ps. 1108
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Attachment Sheet A
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Interviews of {illard & Madeline Burdette and Arthur Hardy
September 26, 1978.

"Rare Weed for ifiladv", Cooperative Farmer, Nov.-Dec. 1074,

University of Maryland Extention Service Fact Sheet f45, 1951.

Weiland, G.5., L.E. Broughton, & J.E. letzger, "Wornseed Oil
Production", University of Ifaryland, Agricultural bLxperiment
Station, (College Park, :id.) Bulletin #384%, July 1935.

“aryland fagazine, Spring 1974,
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
for the

. NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

L1 NAME @

i

C OMMON:

Worm Weed Mill

AND/OR HISTORIC:

{2. LOCATION

STREET ANC NUMBER:

28800 Kemptown Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Damascus
STATE COUNTY:
Maryland Montgomery
Eci”CLASS!FIC&T!ON . e T e e e
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
O] District 7] Building [ Publie Public Acquisitian: HOccupiod Yes:
O Site Structure H Private 3 in Process [J Unoczupied [ Recztricted
] Object O Both [ Being Considered [J Preservation work [ Unrestricted
In pragress gNo

PRESENT USE (Check

One or Mare as Appropriate)

,a( Agriculturol

Commercial
T} Educationot

{T] Entertoinment

] Government O Park [ Tronsportotion O Comments
3 industriol [ ¢ «1vote Residence (3 Other (Specity)

{3 Mitirary ] heligious

O Museum

[ Scientific

INSTRUCTIONS

b4. OWMER OF PROPERTY

OYUNER'S NAME:

Raymond Moxley

STREET AND NUMBER:

28800 Kemptown Road

SEE

CiTY CR TOWN: STATE:
__Damascus Maryland
|5 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION . T Lo b
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Montgomery County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Rockville Maryland
Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & pq, #)
REPRESENTATION N EXISTING SURVEYS L F v

TITLE OF SURVEY:
None

DATE OF SURVEY:

) Federol [ State [ County [

Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SUR

VEY RECORDS;

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:
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[7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
[0 Excellent Gaod O Fair [ Deteriarated Rui U
CONDITION ) o [ Ruins [ -Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
' % Altered [J Unaltered [J Maved 8K Originel Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The mill consists of two structures, one
housing a large steam engine and the other, three
vats and a covered drive-through for unloading
the wormwee into the vats. A mo@hble pully on
a rail carries the weed to the vats, while steam
is supplied through pipes running from the engine
house in a sluce-type structure.

Both structures are built of posts, either
buried in the ground or sitting on slabs. These
'support plates which carry the rafters, - Neither
structure has sidewalls.,

A log barn with vertical siding sits near

the mill.

338
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

M0~

{8, SIGHIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One ar Mo:re es Appropriete)
T Tr¢-Columbian [ 16th Century

2

0O 15th Century [ 17th Century

[ 18th Century
0O 19th Century

Bl 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) C, 1930

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check Oue or Mare ae Appropriate)

Abor iginol [0 Education
[ Prehistoric [3 Engineering
[ Historic 0O Industry
O Agriculture O Inventian
O Architecture O Londscope
O Are Architecture
[ Commerce [ Literoture
[0 Communicotions [ Militory
[ Canservotion [ Music

o0 000 oo

Politicol
Religion/Phi.
losophy
Science
Sculpture
Sociol/Humon-
itorian
Theoter

Tronsportotion

[ Urbon Planning
[0 Other (Specity)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANRCE




IS MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES - =

Newspaper clipping: Post, 3/28/74

10. - GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE ANO LONGITUOE COORQINATES

R Lo EET e i
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 OEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUOCE LONGITUOE LATITUDE LONGITUQE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degroes Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW © » - o . » [o] ’ - o » -
NE © ’ » -] ’ » ’
(-] (-]
SE ’ L] ’ » B
Sw Q . L] -] ’ » !
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: )
w
! : » [ »
+ 'Acreage Justification: m
H | 3
¢ m
¢
i =z
w
-
: . ) A
; LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES -
i
H STATE: COUNTY
! (]
STATE: COUNTY: ~~4
—
STATE: COUNTY: Q
z
STATE: COUNTY:
ws

1. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Christopher Owehs, Park Historian

ORGANIZATION OATE

MNCPPC

10/25/73

STREET ANO NUMBER:!

8787 Georgia Avenue

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Silver Spring

Marvland

12, o . > 1
-4=Jstate Liaison Officexr Review:

(Office Use Only)

i's:

Significance of this property
0 0 O

National State Local

Signature

»
£
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NAME  WwokH weep mree
LOCATION £+ fo v Aomeney Bewcy
FACADE Aookie A

PHOTO TAKEN 10/25/73 mrOwrée

DAAScuS, Ad

#/0_4






NAME  wokM weep Mue
LOCATION Rt 80 v Aonrney Beanes DAMAScuS, Md
FACADE

PHOTO TAKEN  /o/257/73 mowree_

# 10 ~<f






NAME  WolH wkep e 2 (0 ~<f

LOCATION 24 80 w FHAHRNEY Blancs  DAridscus, M
FACADE  Lookwé wwW

PHOTO TAKEN /8/25723 /horeR







NAME  (WolM WEED Mice

LOCATION &k &0 v IseneEY BlAncH
FACADE

PHOTO TAKEN /o/zr/73 MDwyER—.

DhrAscus, Mo







NAME okl wWEED /e

LOCATION
FACADE

RLEO v FPHENEY BLANCK

PHOTO TAKEN  /of2s/73 mowyée—

DA/ASCUS, Prhl
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NAME walH weed Mie
LOCATION  Bh 50 + AIHRNEY BRANCH DAIASCUS, Al
FACADE
PHOTO TAKEN /0/25/73 IDUWVEL.




